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Meeting Report

Our ‘workshop evening’ started with
Paul demonstrating his bowl corer —a
really efficient way of making the
most of a chunk of wood and with the
possibility of making a matching set.
Now if you want to see a giant
version of a bowl saver ...
https://youtu.be/UwDFs-
Dckbc?is=LLaxelbLSmSoMAVF

Bob and Phil talked sharpening all
evening covering all sharpeners from
Tormek to bench grinders and belt
sanding systems. Whatever you
choose, a sharp tool is vital. Bob has produced an excellent
fact sheet to accompany his workshop which will be
available as a link on the website (a summary is attached to
the bottom of this newsletter).

Paul demonstrated the use of a buffing system — with his
usual polish?!

Joe and Andy got to grips with a Hope Threading Jig. Try
Introduction: How to cut an easy thread with the hope
threading jig - YouTube

On the night a small box with 12 tpi thread and a 33 x 3.5 accessory to attach your chuck to the tool post to
hold it steady for decoration etc

Apologies for the lack of photos of the workshops — | was busy on the threading demo.

Competition — From a 3” Cube — Table B
Only one entry this month, so congratulations to Jayne
Fisher




Competition — From a 3” Cube — Table A
15t Andy Ogilvie 2"d Merls de Pearle 3" Nick Jazwinski

Alan Brooks Alan Lewis

Paul Reeves

Bob Randall

Joe Van Wyk

Phil Scoltock




Appraisal / Display Table
Carrying on with the 3” cube theme, a platter from Paul Reeves, a ball from Andy Ogilvie and a work in
progress from lan Wright

Phil Scoltock’s screw top, Monkey Puzzle ashes urn and David Laffar’s laser cut lidded bowl




Rhob Williams bowls and rings, Andy Ogilvie’s flowers

Internet
Middle of Lidl - from this coming Sunday
https://www.lidl.co.uk/c/diy/a10097234

Interesting article on dust extraction
Inlet Size and Reducers — What Really Matters and Why - Record Power

Mudeford Arts Festival

Thank you to all the members who helped at
Mudeford. We were busy all day on both Saturday and
Sunday, particularly on the kids’ pyrography table. Only
a couple of quid to have a go but the chance to keep
your child quiet for 15 minutes ... priceless!

We had a record weekend to boost club funds
justifying the time invested by the volunteers, the
effort of setting the stall out, offering demonstrations
etc.

Of note this year was the quality of donated turnings
from members which significantly boosted takings.
Most importantly we had a number of conversations
with potential membership recruits — this, more than
the cash taken, is the life-blood of the club,
emphasising the need for all of us to promote the club
and woodturning whenever we can.

Locals are used to us being there and we had chats
with a number of regular customers. A very pleasant
weekend.

One unsung star — Rick, who came down to visit for an
hour and ended up buying a round of teas and cakes —
beyond the call of duty!

Ellingham Show in Ringwood is coming up this weekend and is the next chance to showcase the club and
woodturning in general.




From a Workshop Near You

Vic Russell: Bottom left is the tool | made together with the jigs to grind it.

| sometimes make small bits like these jigs for sale if | have the materials, in
case it’s of interest. The tool on the right is a version of the ‘Badger’ which
means I'll be turning a bowl! very soon!

The tool on the left is a round-bar straight-cut skew / negative rake, very
useful for refining the insides of boxes. Andy has reground a bought round
skew and finds it very useful in many situations.

Lateral Thinking — Grinding Accessories

Vic Russell: Why limit yourself to the accessories sold for a particular brand?

Not everyone can afford a Tormek grinder, and they can be incredibly slow to sharpen some tools. This is
perhaps why Tormek introduced a bench grinder accessory, the BGM-100 mounting set. This adjustable
12mm bar system allows you to use the myriad of jigs made not only made by Tormek, but other wet
grinder manufacturers like Triton, Record Power and several others. At around £90 it’s not exactly cheap
but perhaps the more enterprising ones among you could make your own support bar from some *12mm
diameter steel rod?

With the bar secured in front of a bench grinder you could use it to sharpen all kinds of tools from turning
gouges, plane irons, and even axes etc. If you are in the market for grinding accessories, this is worth a
look.

*Please note, the support bar on the Robert Sorby Pro Edge is 1/2” diameter so the Tormek jigs won't fit
this machine. And of course it’s not adjustable unlike the similar Axminster Ultimate Edge belt grinder.
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Please have a look at the CSW Website It carries more detailed information on demonstrations and the
appraisals. You will find a gallery of members’ work, archives of newsletters and demonstrations by club

members and professionals, together with general information and email contact details.
Webmaster: Rick Patrick WWWw.christchurchwoodturners.org.uk

Contributions to this e-newsletter are very welcome as are suggestions and comment. | am particularly
interested in the story of projects which members have taken on. Please take a couple of photos, scribble

down some background notes and I’ll put it all together for the newsletter.
Editor: Andy Ogilvie info@christchurchwoodturners.org.uk




Sharpening Woodturning Tools Bob Randall

Sharpening Systems
Slow-speed grinding wheel (CBN or Aluminium Oxide)
Wet stone sharpening system Belt sharpening system

Accessories
Tool rests Angle gauges
Marker pen (bevel checking)

Sharpening jigs
Eye protection

Honing compound
Dust extraction Hearing protection
Understanding Edge Geometry
Cutting edge vs scraping edge Bevel angle Primary bevel
Secondary bevel Heat generation Burr formation

Sharpening Systems

Grinding Wheel Typical wheel: 8” slow speed grinder, 80-180 grit

Advantages Disadvantages Best for

Fast Can overheat carbon steel Bowl gouges

Accurate Removes material quickly Spindle gouges

Industry Standard Sparks and dust Roughing gouges

Excellent with jigs Skews

Long lasting CBN available Parting tools
Scrapers

Wet Stone System Typical wheel: 220-250mm water-cooled wheel

Advantages Disadvantages Best for

No overheating Slow Final sharpening
Excellent finish Expensive Honing

Safe for beginners Requires water Skews

Minimal metal removal Heavy reshaping difficult Parting tools

Belt Sharpening System Typical Belts: 80,120,240,600, 1000

Advantages Disadvantages Best for

Very cool grinding Belts wear General sharpening
Fast stock removal Requires practice Scrapers

Excellent finish More difficult to maintain Skews

Flexible grits exact angles Light reshaping

Comparison Table

Feature Grinding Wheel Wet Stone Belt System
Speed Excellent Slow Fast

Finish Good Excellent Excellent
Heat Moderate Very low Low
Material removal High Low Medium
Cost Medium High Medium
Ease for beginners Good Excellent Good




Individual Tool Sharpening

Spindle Roughing Gouge | 45-50

Purpose Turning square spindle stock into round
Notes Keep wings symmetrical

Roll slightly across wheel

Do not create fingernail wings

Common Mistakes Uneven wings
Excessive material removal
Burnt edge
Bowl Gouge 40-60
Purpose Faceplate and bowl work
Notes Traditional  Irish  Ellsworth Fingernail

Use a gouge jig
Maintain wing Symmetry

Spindle Gouge 35-40
Purpose Spindle detailing
Notes Use a fingernail profile

Maintain even wings
Avoid shortening the flute

Parting Tool 40-45
Purpose Sizing and separating work
Notes Sharpen both bevels equally

Maintain centered edge

Skew Chisel 25-30
Purpose Planing cuts, beads, v cuts
Notes Keep both bevels equal

Light pressure only
Finish with honing

Negative Rake Scraper Various eg top bevel 20 / bottom bevel 60-70
Purpose Finish difficult grain, acrylics, resin
Notes Sharpen both bevels

Allow burr to form

Safety

Always wear eye protection Stand to one side when starting grinder

Dress wheel regularly Do not grind on side of conventional wheel

Keep tool rests close to wheel Allow the abrasive to cut Use light pressure
Summary

A sharp tool is safer, easier to control and produces a superior surface finish. Consistency of bevel angle and
profile is more important than achieving a mirror-polished edge. Students should aim to sharpen frequently
with minimal material removal rather than waiting until tools become dull.

A useful site with helpful photos is Kent Weakley’s “Turn a wood bow!” website



