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Meeting Report

Terrific tazzas are expected for our first competition of the year following Paul’s excellent demo at the last
meeting. Size not important, but please have a go at the first competition piece which will hone both your
spindle and bowl! technique. Also a chance to try out different ways of holding your workpiece, and
different ways of detailing / embellishing your work — lots of scope. Rick has put a comprehensive
summary of Paul’s demo on the website — please have a look.

Appraisal / Display Table

Phil Walker Alan Brooks




Joe Van Wyk John Bolt Tony Prince

Allan Rae Merls de Pearle

lan Phillips Andy Ogilvie
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Paul Reeves

And finally, back to
Tazzas and Andy had
brought in a couple of
ornamental turning
examples

May Meeting — Pro Demo

Dan Tarrant is coming to demonstrate at our next
meeting. He does a lot of work for Yandles and was
demonstrating at the recent Masters of the Lathe
event. Sadly, two of our members were more
interested in the bargain bucket! The pasties in the
coffee shop also proved irresistible.

The event was busy and well worth a visit with lots
of different demos from well-known contributors —
woodturning, scroll saws, planers, sharpeners and
pyrography. Lots of wood and kit to buy too!




My phone won’t charge!

Modern life is incomplete without a mobile phone within grasping
distance and like many | take my phone into the workshop with me —
yes, that dusty environment so suited to electronics. A couple of hours
later, | could not charge my phone, the lead would not go into the
charging slot. The culprit was a 3.5mm woodchip which had found its
way where it shouldn’t. Be careful out there!

From a Workshop Near You #1

Paul Reeves has recently completed a ‘heart transplant’ on his lathe, but the patient put up a fight as the
old motor spindle was 24mm dia and the new one 16mm. Dr Reeves found some dense plastic and turned
a sleeve and drilled and tapped a hole for the pulley grub screw hoping it would be enough to drive it as
the keyways could not be used. Paul reports: ‘Everything fitted and running so quietly now that you can
hear the spindle bearings rattling. No play in the shaft so ‘ leave well alone ‘ | say. Very interesting range of
speed with the new electronics . It’s nice to have it back in service instead of bending down to switch on
and off’.

Lathe for Sale — yes another one!

Trevor Elliott has information about a Coronet Major for sale in Salisbury. Currently mounted on a box
steel frame with timber shelf. Stored carefully in a workshop but little used so light surface rust is visible on
the bed. Faceplate, tool rests and RCD included. Open to offers, collect from Salisbury. If interested please
see Trevor or reply on info@christchurchwoodturners.org.uk and your interest will be forwarded.



mailto:info@christchurchwoodturners.org.uk

Competition Judging Criteria

Our new Vice-Chairman, Bob Randall, who regularly helps Greta with the competition table, has been put
to work to provide guidelines to help you fairly assess the relative worth of the entries. Judging a
woodturning club competition entry involves evaluating the combination of technical skill, artistic design
and quality of finish. The core focus is generally on craftsmanship, how well the wood was manipulated on
the lathe and the overall aesthetic appeal of the piece. Please consider:

e Design and Aesthetics

This evaluates the artistic merit and visual appeal of the piece.
o Competition Design Brief: Does the piece meet the competition brief?

e Form and Balance: Does the piece have a pleasing shape, good proportions, and stability (not too
top-heavy)?

e Proportion: The relationship between different elements (e.g., foot to bowl size, lid to box ratio).

o Creativity/Originality: Does the piece stand out, or is it a unique or creative interpretation of a
theme?

e Grain Enhancement: Did the turner select and orientate the wood to best showcase its natural
beauty?

e Workmanship

This evaluates the mastery of the lathe and tools.
e Surface Quality: Lack of tool marks, tear out, or sanding scratches (unless designed).

e Form & Flow: Smooth, consistent curves without unintended flat spots or sharp transitions (unless
designed).

o Wall Thickness: Consistency of thickness, particularly in bowls and hollow forms.

o Difficulty: Consideration should be given for challenging work, such as thin-walled turning, complex
segmented work, multi axis, or captive rings.
e Successful Execution: The final item is that of design and for fills the brief

¢ Finish and Detail

This evaluates the final presentation.
¢ Sanding: Evidence of thorough, systematic sanding, with no visible scratches from previous grits.

e Detailing: Quality of embellishments such as colour, texturing, or pyrography.

¢ Application and Suitability of Finish: Quality of applied finish, does it match the piece and woods
used and the intended function (gloss, matt or mixed)

e Functionality (If Applicable)

If the piece is functional, it must work as intended.
e Usability: Is a bowl stable? Does a lid fit properly? Is a pen comfortable to hold?

o Durability: Is the piece robust enough for its intended use?

o Finish: is the applied finish suitable for use? Food safe for example.



From a Workshop Near You #2

| liked John Bolt’s vase from last month’s display and
| saw and liked an internally coloured, cut out vase
on the internet — so | made my own version of the
two using Maple, Yew and some metallic gold paint.
Only 150mm tall, so the next step is to make a
bigger one.

Pick of the Pics
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Please have a look at the CSW Website It carries more detailed information on demonstrations and the
appraisals. You will find a gallery of members’ work, archives of newsletters and demonstrations by club
members and professionals, together with general information and email contact details.

Webmaster: Rick Patrick WWW.christchurchwoodturners.org.uk



http://www.christchurchwoodturners.org.uk/

Contributions to this e-newsletter are very welcome as are suggestions and comment. | am particularly
interested in the story of projects which members have taken on. Please take a couple of photos, scribble
down some background notes and I’ll put it all together for the newsletter.

Editor: Andy Ogilvie info@christchurchwoodturners.org.uk
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