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Happy New Year! 
Meeting Report 
Thanks to those who had not succumbed to any of the 
respiratory bugs and braved the foul weather to enjoy Paul’s 
Christmas demo on colourful, even glittering, napkin rings, 
including some with a festive theme. Time to dig out the paints 
and dyes at the back of the cupboard and have a bit of fun.  
PS: love the Christmas jumper! 

 
 
Appraisal / Display Table 
 
 
Cedric Boyns embraced 
the playful / Christmas 
theme with these 
offerings. The handle on 
the end rotates a cam 
which moves the 
characters on the roof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Paul Reeves brought in last month’s completed demo piece 
with ball added to give it an arty mysterious look and some 
Christmas themed treats. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
John Bolt had 
followed up the 
demo on Sauraker 
shells, made a jig and 
produced four in 
interesting woods, 
and a bit of gold leaf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ian Wright had picked his mushrooms as his choice of 2025 and Mike Lawford, a further ‘hollow from the 
bottom’ and two neat boxes. 

 
 
 
 
(L) Merls de Pearle – some 
delicate earrings  
 
(R) Alan Brooks, a very 
accurate hand-turned 
sphere 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Andy Ogilvie brought in two ladies 
turned and decorated on his 
ornamental lathe and  a hedgehog 
wakened from its slumber. 
 



Drill Chucks in the Headstock 
Vic Russell: I’ve seen a number of articles written about using a Drill Chuck in the head stock of a wood 
lathe. There is nothing inherently wrong with this provided you’re aware of a few simple facts. Drill chucks 
are not designed to take side loads. And nor are the tapers used to secure them. The chuck body itself can 
accept modest side loads but if it’s fitted to the arbor by a Jacobs or other short taper it should not be 
relied upon. Vibration could cause the chuck to come off the taper unexpectedly. A much safer option is a 
chuck with a threaded body or one with an integral arbor. In both cases the arbor must be secured with a 
draw bar through the head stock. A piece of threaded rod with a nut and washer will suffice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drill Chuck with integrated arbor and 
threaded for a Draw Bar. 

Common drill chuck with separate 
arbor - should not be used even if it’s 
threaded for a draw bar. 
 
 

Reference table of specifications for 
the above Aliexpress MTB style chucks. 
 

I’ve just bought a similar 
chuck with a parallel arbor for 
my milling machine and it 
seems pretty good for £23. 



Middle of You Know Where 
If any of you have thought about 
making a router jig for your lathe 
then this may be of interest? 
Currently in Lidl at £16.99, a 
Straight Grinder. It has a very useful 
4,500 to 30,000 speed range.  
 
You would need some (woodwork?) 
skills to make a suitable mounting 
and probably a ‘table’ fixed to the 
lathe bed to move it on. 
 
Well spotted Vic 
 
 
Pick of the Pics 
Who knew? All cars have had this dashboard feature for 20 years apparently – by the fuel symbol there is 
an arrow indicating which side your filler cap is on. I’ve been driving for over 50 years and didn’t have a 
clue! The convention does not seem to extend to electric cars to tell you which side the charging 
connection is. 

 

 
 
 
Contributions to this e-newsletter are very welcome as are suggestions and comment. I am particularly 
interested in the story of projects which members have taken on. Please take a couple of photos, scribble 
down some background notes and I’ll put it all together for the newsletter. 
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