
Christchurch Woodturners
e – newsletter                           November 2025 
 
Meeting Report  
Many thanks to Paul for expertly guiding us through the ‘Hollowing 
from the Bottom’ process, thus setting the challenge for this month’s 
competition. Whilst Paul did eventually use a specialist hollower, the 
processes shown can be completed with normal tools if an appropriate 
project design and size are selected. If you enjoy the technique, you 
can maybe put a special tool on your Christmas list. Lots out there so 
worth chatting before committing. For those who wish to be 
adventurous with their competition piece, Paul had brought in a long, 
thin, perforated wine bottle cover and an offset neck vase. Good luck! 
As always, Rick has uploaded a technical summary to the website. 

 
Appraisal / Display Table 
A big thank you to all contributors to a very full table showing a wide variety of work, techniques and 
finishes – a great deal of skill on show! Full details on the website: www.christchurchwoodturners.org.uk  
 
David Game                                                                                      Alan Brooks 

http://www.christchurchwoodturners.org.uk/
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Internet 

There has been chatter on some forums about Axminster Tools going into administration. There is 

obviously a re-structure of the retail and manufacturing parts of the company going on behind the scenes, 

but I am reassured that it is definitely business as usual and that you can order with confidence. 

 

Richard Findley, who I mentioned last month, has continued his skew technique based youtube videos and 
is now moving on to the spindle gouge – good for experienced and novice turners alike. 
 
If you would like to supplement your hollowing knowledge, here’s one for you. Ronald Kanne on deep 
hollowing: https://www.facebook.com/reel/1286420522331332   
Paul says it may look impressive, but there are plenty of other tool-gates, techniques and exponents of the 
art – try looking up Frank Sudol; beautiful fine work.    
 
                  
From a Workshop Near You 
Joe van Wyk was inspired to have a go at a 
Redwood ‘Giant Peach’ as per last month’s article 
and this is a progress report. Very heavy, very slow 
lathe speed initially, but a very big smile as it is one 
very big challenge. 
 
Joe knew it was going to be wet , so you can see he 
put a towel and a bathroom seat in the workshop – 
bit excessive don’t you think?!  
 
Perhaps Paul will include it in his resume of 
workshop accessories at our meeting later this 
month? 
 
I look forward to bringing news of progress and the 
finished pieces on a ‘giant peach’ theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ringwood Woodcarvers Invitation 
Woodcarvers, stickmakers and friends (eg CSW members) are invited to a 
special Christmas meeting on Sunday 14th (10am for 1030 start) at St 
Leonards & St Ives Village Hall, Braeside Road, BH24 2PH. 
Entry is free but please take a plate of food for the Xmas buffet.  
 
Their guest speaker, Stewart Linford, prestigious furniture maker, has won the 
Queens Award to industry and appeared on many TV programmes.  
He will be talking on our national chair: The Windsor. 
Stewart is an official Winston Churchill lookalike and quite an entertaining character! 
 
Further info from Mike Tuck – mftuck17@gmail.com  

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1286420522331332
mailto:mftuck17@gmail.com


Chucks – Variety they say …. 
Vic Russell:  I bought a new chuck and a couple of sets of accessory jaws the other week. 
Unlike some of our American friends it seems, I can’t afford one chuck for every set of jaws. As a result the 
spare unmounted jaws are stored in a clip-lock box with some anti-rust paper. With the new jaws sitting on 
the table I thought now might be time to photographically catalogue them to keep track of what I’ve got. I 
was quite surprised. Some of the jaws came with the chuck, others bought as needed for specific jobs. 
Some for “just in case”. As you can probably guess I’m not much into bowl turning although there are three 
sets of standard Dovetail jaws there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also in the world of chucks - Axminster have an interesting new chuck series labelled GK 88 and GK 100 – 
the chuck and backplate are separate, meaning that if you upgrade your lathe, you can just change the 
backplate to suit the new thread rather than the whole chuck (ie as an alternative to using an adaptor).   
 
Vic has written a number of articles on chucks and if you pore through the past editions of the newsletter 
on the website there is a wealth of information.  



 
Pick of the Pics 
Please DO try to think of things you would 
like included in the program for next year. 
PS: the committee caveman on the right is 
Joe Van Wyk – he always takes things so 
seriously! 
 
 Please DON’T try this! 

 
 
Contributions to this e-newsletter are very welcome as are suggestions and comment. I am particularly 
interested in the story of projects which members have taken on. Please take a couple of photos, scribble 
down some background notes and I’ll put it all together for the newsletter. 

Editor: Andy Ogilvie      e-news@christchurchwoodturners.org.uk 
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