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Workshop Meeting Report 
Thanks to a number of people who contributed to a wide-ranging workshop evening.  
Phil Scoltock gave a very thorough summary of texturing tools and applications and interestingly did not 
limit himself to the odd flat spot, but rather used the coves and beads he had put into a bowl for full 
decorative effect. Some inspiring exemplars on display and an exhortation to experiment. 

 
Trevor Elliott set about convincing us that carbide tools have a very useful place in a woodturner’s 
armoury. Trevor manages to create fine detail in spindle projects using them. Carbide tools can be 
expensive but if you are prepared to shop around there are bargains to be had – they’ve all got carbide 
tips! Just check the size carefully when ordering replacements. 



Rhob Williams and Joe Van Wyk brought in lots of resin 
working paraphernalia and talked through the way to get 
started and / or perhaps the way to take the next steps if 
you’ve tried the basics. Vacuum v pressure, silicone 
moulds, tools to use and so on. And yes, a warning about 
the inevitable mess! But potentially a new avenue for 
embellishing turnings – and fun to experiment. 

 
 
Paul Reeves brought in some hand thread-chasers and 
encouraged members to have a go – no substitute for a 
bit of perseverance and regular practice to establish the 
muscle memory. Remember, only good practice 
establishes good habits, so a watchful eye was much 
appreciated. Numerous examples of threaded pieces 
brought in where threading has been included in the 
design rather than being purely a piece to show that one 
can use a thread-chaser. 



Thin Turning Competition – Table A 
1st – Andy Ogilvie                                                                            2nd – Paul Reeves                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                               3rd Bob Randall 
 

 
 
 
4th = - Rhob Williams 

 
 
 
 
                          4th = 
             Cedric Boyns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            Alan Brooks                                                                     Nigel Batten 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                        John Bolt  
 
 
            Phil Scoltock 

 
 
 
 
                                                                      Rick Patrick 
 
 
Thin Turning Competition – Table B 
1st – Joe Van Wyk                     2nd – Merls De Pearle          3rd - Jayne Fisher                   

 
 

Congratulations to all for the very high standard of entries! 



Appraisal / Display Table 
Alan Brooks                                                                                      Andy Ogilvie 

 
Bill Peach 

 
Cedric Boyns 
 

                 John Yale 



Rhob Williams                                                                    Phil Scoltock 

 
 
Internet 
Vic Russell found an old black and white film on youtube of a tree trunk being turned into a mill bearing. It 
is part of a series of fascinating old films under the title of ‘Earth Uncovered’. Well worth a look if you have 
any interest in traditional crafts. Try Oak to Axle: Crafting the Water Wheel Shaft! for starters. The wider series is 
available from Earth Uncovered - YouTube under the title ‘Full Immersion History’. 
 
West’s Wood Fair 
Vic has been telling us about West’s Wood Fair in Chichester 
for several years so I thought I would give it a go, and made it 
part of a long weekend in that area. It is a traditional country 
fair with crafts, demos, engines, lawnmower racing and a 
chain saw carving competition. Easy parking, good food and 
drink stalls plus entertainment. Probably not as woodturner 
friendly as the Oak Fair but a very pleasant day out. I like a 
beer but I wasn’t sure about the ‘Rat and Warthog’ ale, so I 
went for the ‘Alton Pride’ – very nice. 

 
 
Change to Programme 
The demonstrations in September 25 and February 26 have been swapped as our visitor from Dorset 
Coppice Group is now unable to make September. 
So – September 25 - Salt cellar and Scoop  
        February 26 – Dorset Coppice Group 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtN-cCFgGVE
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1lTOredjFHBhPqpfu7KtPA


Walnut 
One of our members heard from a friend of St Dominic’s Priory in Sway that an unsafe Walnut tree had to 
be felled. Sister Julie of the Priory was keen that the wood would be used ethically and turned into bowls 
etc. A couple of weeks ago, Paul and Alan Brooks set about milling the collected tree. As cut after cut was 
made they both inevitably remarked on the beautiful grain and figure – to the point where it became a bit 
of a repetitive, Monty Pythonesque joke. It is now stacked neatly but it will be a 
while before any will be available – that’s if Paul doesn’t snaffle it all for himself! 
(Thanks for the pics Alan)  

 
 
Chuck Keys 
Vic: Someone asked me recently about chuck keys, specifically long ones for use when you have Cole Jaws 
mounted on the chuck. I’ve noticed this issue myself with a couple of my chucks. I couldn’t help as the 
chuck in question was a type that uses a geared chuck key. Luckily one of my chucks is a Supernova 2 which 
has pinions with hex sockets. The Record Power SC4 and Robert 
Sorby Patriot also use the same type of pinion. All these chucks 
come supplied with modest size 8mm Ball end T-handle hex keys. 
The ball end means you can use the key at an angle so you may not 
need a longer key. If you want a longer key though or perhaps 
you’ve misplaced the 
original then there are 
lots of options out there, 
especially if you have a 
3/8” socket set? My 
personal favourite when 
it comes to hex keys are 
the US made Bondhus 
ones.  
 
BBQ 
You missed it!  
 
Smoked Salmon starters, Sausages, chicken, ribs and stuffed 
marrow with salads etc followed by crumble, pavlova, cakes, 
biscuits and tarts – all washed down with a tipple of your choice.  
 
An excellent evening, thanks to hosts Paul and Greta.  
 
 
 
 



From a Workshop Near You 
Andy: At West’s Wood Fair, I found timber merchant selling ‘project packs’ – 3 x 1m lengths of Walnut, 
Poplar and Purpleheart. It wasn’t cheap, but not extortionate considering it had been planed square at 
about 160 x 24mm. My main concern was that it would might warp in the heat before I got it home a 
couple of days later. The idea was to have a go at a multi-wood vase which has long been on my list of 
things to do. Each of the woods was cut into 6 pieces, and then carefully glued together (whilst referring to 
a plan to avoid colour mis-match mistakes). Pairs were put together first before putting them together as a 
solid block with every clamp I possess. The top was then cut off and glued to the bottom to make effective 
use of the wood. (the plan had accounted for this step). The turning took quite a time – and needed to be 
in the correct direction to avoid kicking up end grain. I then drilled out the vase with my biggest Forstner 
bit. I decided not to hollow out as I wanted a bit of weight for its intended purpose of housing some dry 
grasses – and the main challenge was in the glue-up. Excuses I know, and also I don’t have a lathe steady 
and so on …..  Normal finishing routine to a Renaissance wax finish. 250mm H x 150mm dia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mudeford Arts Festival 
A busy month was rounded off with a very busy weekend at 
Mudeford Arts Festival. Thanks for your company, hard work and 
generosity to Joe, Cedric, Allan, Alan, Nigel, Rick, Andy, Paul and 
Greta.  

The view on the right is the calm before the stampede of visitors. We 
filled 6 large tables with goodies and activities. Paul’s Kururin and 
Allan’s ‘have a go pyrography’ proved very popular, which in turn 
drew people into the sales. A wide range of items were purchased 
giving the club a record boost to funds and as a commission was 
levied, a substantial amount raised for our local MacMillan. 

Thanks to those of you who came to say hello and enjoy browsing the 
wide range of arts and crafts on offer in a fabulous setting.  

The segmented vase above was on show and could have sold multiple 
times – unfortunately ‘the management’ will not allow it! 
 
Fancy a day Out? 
Masters of the Lathe, Yandles, 23 August 25 
Woodworks @ Daventry, 1-2 May 26 
 
Just space for … 
Should be legitimate as it’s on the Axminster site, but please be careful when using your ‘bowel gouge’ if 
you buy one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hope you enjoyed this month’s bumper edition! 
 
Contributions to this e-newsletter are very welcome as are suggestions and comment. I am particularly 
interested in the story of projects which members have taken on. Please take a couple of photos, scribble 
down some background notes and I’ll put it all together for the newsletter. 

Editor: Andy Ogilvie      e-news@christchurchwoodturners.org.uk 
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